Key outcomes of the follow-up meeting on the establishment of a transnational "Asylum seekers and Victims of human trafficking" Platform under the European Social Fund

15 October 2008 – Cologne, (Germany)

On 15 October 2008 the German Federal Ministry of Labour & Social Affairs hosted a meeting on the establishment of a transnational "Asylum seekers and Victims of human trafficking" Platform under the European Social Fund. The meeting followed initial discussions on the potential creation of such a platform in Hamburg, Germany, in May 2008. Whereas the first meeting saw a wider participation of Member State representatives to discuss the establishment of as many as five different platforms, the present meeting was particularly targeted at a platform concerning asylum seekers and victims of human trafficking.
Participants from five different countries (Germany, Spain, Malta, Sweden and Belgium Flanders) were present in Cologne as well as two representatives of German EQUAL Development Partnerships on asylum seekers and victims of human trafficking. The European Commission was also represented in the meeting by Elissavet Platsouka (DG Employment, Social Affairs, and Equal Opportunities) and two external Thematic Experts for the EQUAL Asylum Seekers Theme (GHK). The participants list is attached to this note.
On the basis of the discussions in Hamburg, it was proposed that the platform would have two separate strands for asylums seekers and victims of human trafficking as well as a common strand. This would allow exploring the specifics of each of the target groups, as well as synergies, commonalities and learning lessons. 
For the three different strands the following points steered the discussions:

· What should the theme be about? The participants commented on the draft outline of the platform in relation to the two separate strands for asylum seekers and victims of human trafficking as well as the common strand, including objectives, themes and activities. An outline of the proposed structure is attached to this note. The outline is, however, in no way ‘set in stone’; the draft outline will be subject to further consultations with in particular countries that did not participate in the Cologne meeting which confirm their interest in participating in the platform.

· What can I contribute? Participants were asked to identify projects and other activities that could possibly be taken up and shared in the platform in their country. In brief, in Germany as many as 43 asylum seekers partnerships (220 individual projects) will be funded under the new ESF; 34 million euro has been allocated to these projects until 2010. In Spain the ARIADNA network has been established, building on EQUAL good practices, and will ensure ‘on the ground’ contributions to the platform. Funding is provided under the OP of combating discrimination. In Malta it is unlikely that any projects on asylum seekers specifically will be funded, however, they may be included in projects under Measure 3, with a total budget of around 5 million euro. In Belgium Flanders there are no projects for asylum seekers at present, but there is an interest in working with asylum seekers in the future under the social inclusion priority. Finally, in Sweden it is technically impossible to fund projects concerning asylum seekers and victims of human trafficking under the new ESF, but instead there is a strong presence of ERF (10 million euro/year) of which some projects are very relevant.

· Who else should be involved? For each of the separate strands, relevant external actors (experts, policy makers, EU bodies, etc.) were identified. Again, the exact (types of) actors to be invited to participate in the platform will be further discussed between all platform members, including countries that were not present in Cologne.

The possible structure and composition of the platform (management and coordination, partners, roles and responsibilities in the platform) and next steps (preparing the call for proposals, letter of commitment etc.) were also discussed. Indeed, the key point on the agenda concerned the need to find a lead Member State (or region) as well as formal members of the Platform in order to be able to proceed with the submission of a proposal the European Commission’s restricted call for proposals "Learning for change - Setting up learning networks under the ESF 2007-2013". The next submission date is 28 November 2008. 

All countries represented in the meeting indicated their interest in participating in the platform as formal members, however, in particular Sweden, Malta and Belgium Flanders would need to confirm this at relevant level in their countries. More Member States (which could not participate in the meeting in Cologne) will be addressed with the outlines and the proposal to participate. Especially a participation of Austria, Bulgary, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Italy (including the regional level), Portugal, Romania, United Kingdom (regional level: England, Scotland, Wales) and Slovenia would be of additional benefit for the platform activities. Generally all Member States are invited to take part in the Platform. It was a common understanding that the lead partner will be supported in the application phase by the formal members. Further liaison with relevant authorities at national and regional levels within the Member States represented in the meeting and other Member States is, however, necessary in order to find a lead country, as none of the countries in the Cologne meeting could confirm that they would be able to take on this task for different reasons. 

Countries that are interested in leading the platform or participate as members are invited to contact Barbara Schmidt in the German Federal Ministry of Labour & Social Affairs by 12 November 2008.

Email: Barbara.Schmidt@BMAS.BUND.DE 

Telephone number: +49 (0) 0228/99527-2034
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