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	As little as four years ago the phrase ‘economic opportunity’ was not the first thing that came to mind when talking about Rotterdam-Zuid, the part of Rotterdam south of the river Maas. These days however, many hundreds of (starting) entrepreneurs and owners of commercial real estate invested tens of millions euros extra in their businesses and properties. This is only one of the results of the ‘Kansenzones’ initiative, also known as Economic Opportunity Zones. 
Because of the ‘Kansenzones’ initiative, entrepreneurs who choose to start their venture in one of the eleven selected neighbourhoods, qualify for financial incentives. The city of Rotterdam is very proud of the results the programme has achieved over the past four years and intends to continue the programme in years to come. Among the indicators of the initiative’s success are an increase in entrepreneurial activity, consumer satisfaction and new jobs and increased investment in the targeted neighbourhoods.
The Conference
At the conference, the city of Rotterdam will present its views on the impact and effects of the ‘Kansenzones’ initiative on the local community and economic policy in the Rotterdam metropolitan area. By demonstrating its success and the comparison with similar initiatives on the European stage, the city council of Rotterdam will put the initiative in an international perspective. 
Programme
The conference will take place on the May 29 with a plenary session in the Creative Factory in Rotterdam, an example of the re-use of industrial heritage through ‘Kansenzones’. At the conference, among others, Mr Joaquín Almunia, European Commissioner for Monetary and Economic Affairs (to be confirmed), and Mrs Maria van der Hoeven, Dutch Minister of Economic Affairs (to be confirmed), will present their views on the subject matter. The afternoon will be used for an in-depth exchange of knowledge through different on-site visits within the ‘Kansenzones’ to offer a clear insight into the issues surrounding the programme. These visits will revolve around different themes demonstrating the impact and effect of the ‘Kansenzones’ initiative. The conference will be closed with the signing of a covenant and a toast at the Creative Factory.
Target audience
We aim to attract an international audience. The conference is organised for civil servants of national, regional and local governments involved or interested in the initiative. In addition, the conference is also of interest for academics from the Netherlands and other European countries, (international) housing corporations, financial institutions, local entrepreneurs and members of the European Parliament and/or their staff. 
For participation in the conference a registration fee of 545 euros is required.



	 


Draft Programme

08.30 – 09.15 uur 
Registration of participants and start of the plenary session at the Creative Factory

09.15 – 09.30 uur
Word of welcome by Mr Ahmed Aboutaleb, Mayor of Rotterdam

09.30 – 09.40 uur
Conference introduction by the moderator

09.40 – 10.20 uur
Key note speeches:
- Mr Joaquín Almunia, EU Commissioner for Economic and Monetary affairs (to be confirmed)
- Mrs Maria van der Hoeven, Minister of Economic Affairs (to be confirmed)

10.20 – 10.35 uur
Coffee break

10.35 – 11.45 uur
Speeches by
- Mr Olivier Mandon, Member of the regional council at the Institut d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme in Paris
- A second speaker is yet to be confirmed

11.45 – 12.00 uur
Conclusions and summary of the plenary session and introduction to the on-site visits by the moderator and Mr Dominic Schrijer, Alderman for the city of Rotterdam

12.00 – 13.00 uur
Lunch at the Creative Factory

13.00 – 16.30 uur
On-site visits and workshops on location in the ‘Kansenzones’ neighbourhoods

16.30 – 17.30 uur
Signing of a covenant and a toast at the Creative Factory

17:30 uur
Closing of the conference
