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ETG5 International Conference, Dublin – 1 April 2004

Asylum Seekers in the EU: the Challenges of Integration

The First Round of EQUAL has funded 38 Development Partnerships (DP) across all Member States to develop innovative approaches which enable the social and vocational integration of asylum seekers. The European Thematic Group on Asylum Seekers is pleased to announce that it is organising an International Conference to draw together the most promising practices from EQUAL achieved so far. The Conference will also seek to examine the potential contribution these practices can make to asylum processes across the EU.

There are several EU developments that make the timing of the event very relevant. Firstly, the Second Round of EQUAL is starting and it will be important to pass on the experiences and lessons learnt to the new projects. Each of the New Member States has also been requested to implement a DP under the Asylum Seeker theme and they might need some advice and guidance of those who have already some experience in terms of partnership building, transnationality, etc. Secondly, DG Justice and Home Affairs is also preparing for the new European Refugee Fund, the “sister” programme of EQUAL Asylum Seekers, and it will be interesting to discuss the complementarities and synergies between these two programmes. Finally, the Common European Asylum System is reaching a critical phase with the completion of the first phase of Tampere approaching. It will be useful to look forward and set out the next milestones and policy developments.

In short, the Conference will:

· Discuss the main challenges of integration and the approaches taken in different national contexts within the EU

· Illustrate the benefits of activities encouraging the social and vocational integration of asylum seekers and the merits of EQUAL practices

· Provide an opportunity for the New Member States to learn from the experiences of existing Member States.

The conference will be illustrated by the work on the ground, with practitioners taking part in the panel discussion. In addition, a Showcasing Exhibition will present promising practices within the EQUAL Asylum Seekers Theme from across the Member States, and through transnational partnerships.

Invitees will include policy players from national and international organisations, experts and practitioners in the field of asylum to debate and learn from current practice. New Member State representatives from the administration and NGO sector will also be invited.

For more information and the draft programme, please see the Conference Flyer (LINK).

For more information on the ETG5, please visit our website.
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