European Refugee Fund 2004/ Community actions – Concept paper on voluntary return

(2004/C 91/09) 

Aim of the project:

In the project, focus should be made on: 

“(4). Good practices and new developments in the field of voluntary return, focusing on the conditions for the sustainability of such programmes, including the development and implementation of an integrated approach (information, training and/or employment support, means of assistance to travel to and/or initial reintegration in the country of origin, support and monitoring of returnees).”

The project should take into account the experiences of countries of origin (eg. Serbia and Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Croatia. 

The Concept proposal is the organisation of a European events : an Open Forum which should include the participation of  the relevant practitioners on voluntary return. 

Objectives:

This Forum should ensure transnational exchange, transfer and share of best practices aiming at furthering capacity building for and between all target actors and practitioners involved in voluntary return.

The aim of the forum would be to facilitate exchanges of experience. It would complement ongoing return projects financed under national ERF programmes (eg. Projects implemented by the Swedish RC, Spanish RC and...?).

The objective of the project should contribute on the strand C of the 2004 ERF call for proposal which means:

1) Promotion and dissemination of best practice to practitioners and opinion-formers at national and EU level (Strand C) 

Action (c) :The organisation of conferences, seminars and events at European level, covering all Member States participating in the ERF and acceding countries. 

Target group: 

The stakeholders involved in current, past or future project on voluntary return. The forum is also expected to attract members of the European Commission involved in European return policy. Each project will have to have a high level of transferability between member states.

Concept:

The stakeholders will be able during the Forum to meet face to face in appointments, which could be prescheduled to establish contacts and share experiences of projects.

Additionally, during two half days, the European Commission will make a presentation return policy. Also important involved actors will be invited to make presentation of best practices in this field.

Prior to the Forum:

Every practitioner will have to fill in a registration form and an information form available to everybody on an Internet web site in order to know the participants and their projects prior to the forum.

Each important organisation taking part to the Forum will be provided with an area where the scheduled and non-scheduled appointment will take place. Further contact between stakeholders will be possible during breaks and evening events.

Results expected:
Most important stakeholders will be present during the Forum. Best practices and experiences shared between practitioners involved in the different phases of the voluntary return.

Practical information:

The deadline for submitting application is the 28 May 2004. A financial statement will be requested from the NS interested in order to cover the 20% non covered by the ERF.

